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EVEN A KORBAN MINCHAH IS IMPORTANT TO HASHEM

Chapter 6

7) This is the law of the minchah: The sons of Aharon shall bring it
before Hashem, to the front of the Altar.

8) With the grasp of three fingers of his fist, he shall separate from
it some of the fine flour of the minchah, some of its oil, and all the
frankincense that is on the minchah. And he shall burn it up on
the Altar as a pleasing fragrance — it is the memorial portion to
Hashem.

9) Aharon and his sons shall eat the remainder of it. It shall be
eaten as matzos in a holy place; they shall eat it in the courtyard
of the Tent of Meeting.

10) it must not be baked as chametz; | have given it [to them]
as their portion from My fire-offerings. It is a holy of holies, like a
chatas (sin-offering) and an asham (guilt-offering).

11) Every male among Aharon’s sons may eat it; it is an eternal
law throughout your generations from Hashem'’s fire-offerings.
Whatever touches these offerings shall become sanctified.
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Consider the following questions:

1. Why does verse 7emphasize here that the korban minchah should be brought “before Hashem™?

2. Why does verse 9 refer to the part of the minchah eaten by the Kohanim as “the remainder,”
when in fact the vast majority of the offering is eaten by them?

3. Why must the portion of the minchah eaten by the Kohanim not be made into chametz (verse
10)? Doesn't that prohibition apply only to the part of the minchah that is offered to Hashem,
as stated earlier, in verse 2:11 (Any minchah that you bring to Hashem shall not be chametz,
because no leaven or honey shall be brought as a fire-offering to Hashem)?

4. Why doesitemphasize that the remaining portion eaten by the Kohanimis from My fire-offerings?

A person might think that Hashem would only find favor with an olah offering, since it is burnt in

its entirety on the Altar, or with other sacrifices whose blood and fats, at least — the main parts of

a living creature — are offered. But with the minchah of flour, oil, and spice, the Kohen only takes

a kemitzah, three fingers’ worth of the mixture, to burn on the Altar, while the vast majority of this

korban is eaten by the Kohanim. A person might conclude from this that the minchah is not really an



offering to Hashem and will not be favored by Him. To counter this idea verse 7 states, This is the
law of the minchah: The sons of Aharon shall bring it before Hashem... — as if saying to Hashem,
“We are bringing this korban minchah not for ourselves but for You, and here it is before You.”
[This answers Question 1.]

Having made clear that the minchah is purely for Hashem, the Torah then commands the Kohen
to separate and offer up the kemitzah from the minchah on the Altar (verse 8). This in turn
permits the Kohanim to eat the rest of it. The Torah continues (verse 9): Aharon and his sons
shall eat the remainder of it. The Torah refers to this far-larger amount of the minchah as the
remainder, as if Hashem is saying: “This is just the minor part of the offering; the far-smaller
portion that was offered on the Altar is the more important part; it is as if the majority was given
to Me.” [This answers Question 2.]

Furthermore, it is clear that even this remaining minchah, which the Kohanim eat, maintains its
holiness and still belongs to Hashem; it is just that He has allowed the Kohanim to eat, as it were,
from His table. For this reason, they are commanded to eat their portion “as matzos” (and not
chametz), just like all offerings that are brought on the Altar itself. [ This answers Question 3.]

In addition, they must eat it in a holy place (verse 9), since it is still sanctified and Hashem's
property, as it were. Through this, Hashem tells them, “I have accepted the whole offering as
Mine, given to Me by the people. They are not the ones who gave anything to the Kohanim;
rather, it is | Who have given the Kohanim from My portion to eat.”

Next, in verse 10, the Torah elucidates further that the remainder of the flour can only be baked as
matzos, stating that it must not be baked as chametz. Even though the three fingers’ worth of the
minchah has already been burnt on the Altar (as described in the previous verses), nevertheless
the Kohanim are not allowed to bake the remaining flour (their portion) as chametz, because it
is not considered as theirs to do with as they want, as mentioned above.

Verse 10 also offers an explanation for why the portion eaten by the Kohanim must be consumed
within the holy confines of the Mishkan. When the three fingers’ worth of the minchah are
consumed by the Heavenly fire of the Altar, the whole offering becomes sanctified, to the
extent that whatever touches these offerings shall become sanctified (verse 11). Hashem's
Heavenly fire transforms them into something spiritual and holy. For this reason, Hashem
calls them “My fire-offerings” — the offerings that are sanctified by My holy, spiritual fire.
[This answers Question 4.]
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