
NIMROD’S REVENGE AGAINST AVRAM

 א( וַַיְְהִִי בִִּימֵֵי אַַמְְרָָפֶֶל מֶֶלֶֶךְ שִִׁנְְעָָר אַַרְְיוֹךְ מֶֶלֶֶךְ אֶֶלָָּסָָר כְְּדָָרְְלָָעֹֹמֶֶר 
מֶֶלֶֶךְ עֵֵילָָם וְְתִִדְְעָָל מֶֶלֶֶךְ גּוֹיִִם.ד

 ב( עָָשׂוּ מִִלְְחָָמָָה אֶֶת בֶֶּרַַע מֶֶלֶֶךְ סְְדֹםֹ וְְאֶֶת בִִּרְְשַַׁע מֶֶלֶֶךְ עֲֲמֹרָָֹה
שִִׁנְְאָָב מֶֶלֶֶךְ אַַדְְמָָה וְְשֶֶׁמְְאֵֵבֶֶר מֶֶלֶֶךְ צְְבוֹיִִים וּמֶֶלֶֶךְ בֶֶּלַַע הִִיא צֹֹעַַר.ת

 ז( וַַיָָּשֻֻׁבוּ וַַיָָּבֹֹאוּ אֶֶל עֵֵין מִִשְְׁפָָּט הִִאו קָָדֵֵשׁ וַַיַַּכּוּ אֶֶת כָָּל שְְׂדֵֵה
הָָעֲֲמָָלֵֵקִִי וְְגַַם אֶֶת הָָאֱֱמֹרִִֹי הַַיֹֹּשֵֵׁב בְְּחַַצְְצֹֹן תָָּמָָר.ת

 יב( וַַיִִּקְְחוּ אֶֶת לוֹט וְְאֶֶת רְְכֻֻשׁוֹ בֶֶּן אֲֲחִִי אַַבְְרָָם וַַיֵֵּלֵֵכוּ וְְהוּא יֹֹשֵֵׁב
בִִּסְְדֹםֹ.ת

 יד( וַַיִִּשְְׁמַַע אַַבְְרָָם כִִּי נִִשְְׁבָָּה אָָחִִיו וַַיָָּרֶֶק אֶֶת חֲֲנִִיכָָיו יְְלִִידֵֵי בֵֵיתוֹ
שְְׁמֹנָָֹה עָָשָָׂר וּשְְׁלֹשׁ מֵֵאוֹת וַַיִִּרְְדֹּףֹ עַַד דָָּן.ת

1) It was in the time of Amraphel king of Shinar, Aryoch king of 
Elasar, Kedarla’omer king of Elam, and Tid’al king of Goyim —.

2) they made war on Bera king of Sedom, Birsha king of Amorah, 
Shinav king of Admah, Shemever king of Tzevoyim, and the king of 
Bela, which is Tzo’ar.

7) They returned and came to Ein Mishpat which is Kadesh and 
they struck the entire countryside of the Amalekites as well as the 
Amorites who dwelled in Chatzetzon Tamar.

12) They seized Lot, Avram’s nephew and his possessions and they 
left — he was living in Sedom.

14) Avram heard that his kinsman had been taken prisoner and 
he armed those he had trained, who had been born in his house 
— three hundred and eighteen — and pursued [the captors] as 
far as Dan.

Chapter 14

Consider the following questions:

1.	 Why does it state in verse 7 that Kedarla’omer and his allies returned ... to Ein Mishpat, when as 
far as we know, this was the first time they had been there?

2.	 Why did the Four Kings hate Avram so much that they amassed a huge army just to kill him?

3.	 Why did they use such roundabout tactics to try and achieve their aim, waging a war against 
the Five Kings just to take Lot prisoner and trap Avram? They could have simply marched directly 
to Avram’s home and attacked him there!

Breishis Rabbah 42:7 comments on verse 7 that there is no such place as Ein Mishpat. Rather, it is to be 
understood as a hint to the real purpose of the Four Kings. The word Ein (עֵֵין) means eye, and the word 
Mishpat (מִִשְְׁפָָּט) means judgment. As such, our Sages interpret the verse as saying that the Four Kings “sought 
to blind the eye that made Middas HaDin [take hold] in the world.” 
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Our Sages (Bereishis Rabbah 42:3) tell us that the real reason the Four Kings went out to war was to kill Avram, not 
to suppress the rebellion of the Five Kings. Their plan was to take Lot prisoner because they knew Avram was his 
uncle and would attempt to rescue him; they would then overpower Avram and put him to death. Indeed, if God 
had not given Avram special protection that is exactly what would have happened.



To explain further: These Sages tell us that Amraphel king of Shinar was another name for the wicked Nimrod, 
who had led the attempt to unite all nations in building the Tower of Bavel in order to increase the power 
of the negative spiritual forces in the world. He knew that Avram would be able to draw down the Divine 
Presence through his deeds and his service of Hashem and thus thwart all his evil plans, so he wanted to kill 
Avram. Avram hid from him for many years, but when he finally saw the tower, he told the workers they would 
not succeed in rebelling against God and invoked His Name to curse Nimrod. Immediately, God descended 
to see the city and the tower (Bereishis 11:5) and to execute judgment upon the world. In this way, Avram 
aroused the Attribute of Strict Justice against the tower’s builders. If he had not prayed as he did, God would 
not have punished them so quickly, because they had the merit of being united. [This answers Question 2.]

This was why the Midrash explains verse 7 as it does. When the Four Kings, led by Nimrod, came to Ein 
Mishpat, they were seeking “to blind the eye” — that is, destroy the eye of Avram, who had observed the 
builders of the Tower and aroused Hashem’s Attribute of Justice against them.  

Similarly, the Sages expounded that the last words of the verse, “which is Kadesh,” are not referring to a 
place but rather to the fact that Avram “sanctified (ׁקִִדֵֵּש) God’s Name in the fiery furnace.” This referred 
to the previous history between Avram and Nimrod, (when the king sought to burn Avram to death for 
smashing his father’s idols but did not succeed). This is hinted to in the phrase they returned and came 
to Ein Mishpat, because now was the second time Nimrod, with his allies, was coming to take revenge on 
Avram. [This answers Question 1.]

Why didn’t they just march directly to where Avram lived and attack him there?

The answer is two-fold. First, it is beneath the dignity of a king — let alone four kings — to chase after a single 
individual. But second, they did not want Avram to realize that they were planning to kill him. They did not want 
to give him sufficient time to prepare to defend himself. For since Avram was a world-renowned figure and 
influential amongst all the leaders of the world, he would have been able to amass a huge army of his own. 
Therefore, they acted in a deceptive way: Even though their immediate plan was to take Lot prisoner, they 
first marched against other nations (for example, the Amalekites and Amorites mentioned in verse 7) before 
swooping down on Sedom, where Lot lived. Avram would be surprised at his sudden capture and would be 
forced to respond quickly to the emergency, rushing out to save Lot without taking the time to amass an army. 
In this way Nimrod and his allies thought they would be able to kill him easily. [This answers Question 3.]

Thus, although according to the plain meaning in the Torah, the purpose of the war was to suppress a 
rebellion, this was far from the truth. The main purpose of the war was to enable Nimrod to exact revenge on 
his arch-enemy. Everything else was just a pretext. 
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the title “HaKodosh” ( the Holy one). He served on the same Beis Din as Rabbi Yosef Caro, author of 
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These sheets are drawn from the Alshich on the Torah published by Feldheim and are in memory 
of Yental Bas Yitzchok, Mrs Jean Silkin. They seek to expand the spectrum of readers who can 
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