
H O W  T H E  S N A K E  C O N V I N C E D  C H A V A H  T O  S I N

 א( וְְהַַנָָּחָָשׁ הָָיָָה עָָרוּם מִִכּל חַַיַַּת הַַשָָּׂדֶֶה אֲֲשֶֶׁר עָָשָָׂה ה' אֱֱלֹקִִים 
 וַַיֹֹּמֶֶאר אֶֶל הָָאִִשָָּׁה אַַף כִִּי אָָמַַר אֱֱלֹקִִים לֹאֹ תֹֹאכְְלוּ מִִכּל עֵֵץ הַַגָָּן.ן

ב( וַַתֹֹּמֶֶאר הָָאִִשָָּׁה אֶֶל הַַנָָּחָָשׁ מִִפְְּרִִי עֵֵץ הַַגָָּן נֹֹכֵֵאל.ל

 ג( וּמִִפְְּרִִי הָָעֵֵץ אֲֲשֶֶׁר בְְּתוֹךְ הַַגָָּן אָָמַַר אֱֱלֹקִִים לֹאֹ תֹֹאכְְלוּ מִִמֶֶּנּוּ
וְְלֹאֹ תִִגְְּעוּ בּוֹ פֶֶּן תְְּמֻֻתוּן.ן

ד( וַַיֹֹּמֶֶאר הַַנָָּחָָשׁ אֶֶל הָָאִִשָָּׁה לֹאֹ מוֹת תְְּמֻֻתוּן.ן

 ה( כִִּי יֹֹדֵֵעַַ אֱֱלֹקִִים כִִּי בְְּיוֹם אֲֲכָָלְְכֶֶם מִִמֶֶּנּוּ וְְנִִפְְקְְחוּ עֵֵינֵֵיכֶֶם וִִהְְיִִיתֶֶם
כֵֵּאלֹקִִים יֹֹדְְעֵֵי טוֹב וָָרָָע. י

1) And the snake was more cunning than any other animal that 
God had made. It said to the woman, “Even if God said, ‘Do not eat 
from any of the trees in the Garden.’”

2) The woman replied to the snake, “We can eat fruit from the trees 
of the Garden.

3) “But from the tree that is in the middle of the Garden God said, 
‘Do not eat from it and do not touch it lest you die.’”

4) The snake said to the woman, “You will surely not die (lit., You 
will not die, die).

5) “Since God knows that on the day you eat from it, your eyes will 
be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

Chapter 3

Consider the following questions:

1.	 What drove the snake to entice Chava to sin? And why didn’t it also try to convince Adam?

2.	 The word אַף, Even, in the snake’s opening phrase to Chava, “Even if God said,” does not seem to 
make sense. And why say that God said they were not to eat from any of the trees?

3.	 Why did Chava add to God’s command by saying that it was forbidden even to touch the Tree 
of Knowledge? 

4.	 God had originally said (2:17), “On the day that you eat from it you will surely die (מוֹת תָּמוּת, lit., 
you will die, die),” which means that He would surely put them to death. Why did Chava claim 
instead that God had said, “lest you die,” which implies that their death was in doubt? 

5.	 Why did the snake use the double expression “You will not die, die (לֹא מוֹת תְּמֻתוּן)”?

6.	 How can the snake suggest such an absurd idea in verse 5 that God does not want Adam and 
Chavah to eat from the tree because then they would become His rivals, and how could Chavah 
take it seriously?

We know that the Satan is identified with a person’s yetzer hara and with the Angel of Death. He understood 
that if Adam avoided sin and lived forever (as Hashem had originally planned), he would be eliminated. 
Consequently, he was determined to use all his cunning to cause Adam’s downfall. But since Adam was so 
holy and close to his Creator, he thought it more possible to seduce Chavah into sinning, knowing that if 
she succumbed she would help him bring about Adam’s downfall too. This would still be no easy task, so he 
attached himself to the snake to communicate directly with her and not just try to plant a sinful thought in 
her mind, as the yetzer hara usually does. [This answers Question 1.] 
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He began as the yetzer hara always does, by disguising itself as God’s ally, and only afterwards reversing 
direction. He started with the idea that “When Hashem commanded (verse 2:17) that if you eat from the 
Tree of Knowledge you will surely die,” it could mean that either the fruit itself is harmless but you (His 
servant) would be put to death for disobeying the King, or that the fruit is poisonous and will cause your 
death when you eat it. In the manner of an extremely pious person he then said, “Even if God said, ‘Do 
not eat from any of the trees in the Garden,’” i.e., even if God just said not to eat — without any threat 
of death, and without the fruit being harmful — and even if He forbade you to eat from any of the trees 
(and not just the Tree of Knowledge), you should listen to Him.” [This answers Question 2.]

To this Chava replied, “On both counts you are wrong. First, we can eat fruit from the trees of the 
Garden; God only prohibited eating from one tree. Second, the fruit of that tree is potentially deadly, as 
God told us not to eat it ‘lest you die,’” (thus showing she had misunderstood Hashem, who had meant 
that disobeying Him would lead to their becoming mortal and dying). [This answers Question 4.]

She added that God had also said not to even touch it lest you die because He had used the unusual 
double expression מוֹֹת תָָּמוּת, (lit., you will die, die). She concluded that God have warned Adam about 
two actions that would cause death — touching the tree, as an action that would lead to the sin, or 
eating its fruit. [This answers Question 3.]

The snake at once answered, “You will surely not die (תְְּמֻֻתוּן  using the inverse of the same ”,(לֹא מוֹֹת 
double expression to convey that “You will not die by doing either one – touching the tree or eating the 
fruit.” He was also telling her that the fruit and the tree were not dangerous in and of themselves. Rather, 
the threat of death was only for violating God’s command (thus contradicting Chava’s understanding 
of God’s warning, not what God had told Adam). [This answers Question 5.]

He then continued, “Do not be concerned even if you believe that eating from the Tree of Knowledge 
will ultimately cause your death because now you are only attached to kedushah but afterwards the 
yetzer hara will be able to cause you to sin, leading to your ultimate downfall. For now there is no great 
challenge in choosing good, but once your eyes will be open to both good and evil, when you choose to 
act righteously and conquer your yetzer hara, “you will be like God,” i.e., similar to Him in the impact you 
will have on the world (not rivals), and in deserving to live because of your great merit.” [This answers 
Question 6.]
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