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Understanding the inner Workings  
of Yonah’s Mind in fleeing  

froM the Call of hasheM

consider the following questions:

1. Why does the book of Yonah come right after the book 
of the prophet Ovadiah?1 

2. Why would God seek to send Yonah to a non-Jewish na-
tion to warn them about their sins?2

3. Why does God say (verse 2), “since their wickedness has 
risen up,” rather than using a more conventional expres-
sion such as, “since their sin is very great”?

4. Why does verse 3 say Yonah arose? Since we are told 
that he fled and went down to Yaffo, it is obvious that he 
first arose in order to do so.

1. Ovadiah and yonah are part of Trei Asar (the larger sefer of the twelve minor 
prophets). 
2. The basis of this question appears to be that in all of Tanach we do not find an-
other example of a Jewish prophet being sent to non-Jews to get them to repent and 
be saved from punishment.

(1) The word of Hashem (י-ה-ו-ה) came to Yonah ben Amittai, say-
ing (לֵאמֹר):

(2) “Arise and go to Nineveh, the great city, and cry out to its inhabit-
ants, since their wickedness has risen up before Me.”

(3) Yonah arose in order to flee to Tarshish from before Hashem; he 
went down to Yaffo and found a ship that was going to Tarshish. He 
paid its fare and went down into it in order to travel with them to 
Tarshish [fleeing] from before Hashem. 

(4) Hashem cast a great wind upon the sea and there was a great 
storm in the sea and the ship threatened to break up.
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5. How could Yonah think that he could flee from Hashem? 
The entire world is full of His Glory!

6. Why didn’t Hashem grow angry with Yonah for trying to 
escape His command? In fact, we see the opposite, that 
He performed great miracles for him by saving him from 
the depths of the sea.

7. Why does it say that Yonah wanted to flee “from before 
פְנֵי) -Hashem” rather than just saying the more straight (מִלִּ
forward expression, “from (נֵי ?”Hashem (מִפְּ

8. Why are we told that Yonah paid the fare for the boat? 
Why is this relevant?

9. Why does it say, to travel with them? Obviously he 
would be traveling with whomever was on the ship.

10. Why does it say the words “from before Hashem” a sec-
ond time at the end of verse 3?

11. Why does it say in verse 4, God cast (הֵטִיל) a great 
wind? The word cast is usually used with an object (or 
a person) that can be thrown or hurled, not with some-
thing like a wind.

12. Why does it say that the ship threatened to break up? A 
sea storm would more normally cause a ship to sink than 
to break up.

י לֵאמרֹ:  בַר־ה׳ אֶל־יוֹנָה בֶן־אֲמִתַּ )א( וַיְהִי דְּ

י־עָלְתָה רָעָתָם  דוֹלָה וּקְרָא עָלֶיהָ כִּ )ב( קוּם לֵךְ אֶל־נִינְוֵה הָעִיר הַגְּ
לְפָנָי: 

אָה  ה בָּ מְצָא אֳנִיָּ רֶד יָפוֹ וַיִּ פְנֵי ה׳ וַיֵּ ה מִלִּ ישָׁ רְשִׁ קָם יוֹנָה לִבְרחַֹ תַּ )ג( וַיָּ
פְנֵי ה׳:  ה מִלִּ ישָׁ רְשִׁ הֶם תַּ הּ לָבוֹא עִמָּ רֶד בָּ כָרָהּ וַיֵּ ן שְׂ תֵּ ישׁ וַיִּ תַרְשִׁ

ה  וְהָאֳנִיָּ ם  יָּ בַּ דוֹל  סַעַר־גָּ וַיְהִי  ם  אֶל־הַיָּ דוֹלָה  רוּחַ־גְּ הֵטִיל  )ד( וַה׳ 
בֵר:  ָ בָה לְהִשּׁ ְ חִשּׁ

 פרק 

א
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