ל־פ ְרעֹה ֲחלוֹ ם ּ ַפ ְרעֹה ֶא ָחד הוּא ֵאת ֲא ׁ ֶשר
ַ ּ ֹאמר יוֹ ֵסף ֶא
ֶ )כה( וַ ּי
.ָ ֽה ֱאל ִֹהים ע ֶֹשׂ ה ִה ִ ּגיד לְ ַפ ְר ֽעֹה
טבֹת ׁ ֶש ַבע
ֹ ּ )כו( ׁ ֶש ַבע ּ ָפרֹת ַה
ֹ ּ טבֹת ׁ ֶש ַבע ׁ ָשנִ ים ֵה ָ ּנה וְ ׁ ֶש ַבע ַה ׁ ּ ִֽש ֳ ּבלִ ים ַה
.ׁ ָשנִ ים ֵה ָ ּנה ֲחלוֹ ם ֶא ָחד ֽהוּא

פרק

מא

%

ל־פ ְרעֹה ּ ַפ ֲֽע ָמיִ ם ִּכֽי־נָ כוֹ ן ַה ָדּ ָבר ֵמ ִעם
ַ ּ )לב( וְ ַעל ִה ׁ ּ ָשנוֹ ת ַ ֽה ֲחלוֹ ם ֶא
.ָֹ ֽה ֱאל ִֹהים ו ְּמ ַמ ֵהר ָ ֽה ֱאל ִֹהים לַ ֲֽעשׂ ֹֽתו

I saw in my dream seven ears of grain…” (verses 21–22) — as if it
was still the same dream. [This explains Diﬀerence 9.]10
After recounting his dreams to yosef, Pharaoh made a
point of telling him that he had said the dreams to the sorcerers
and there was no one to tell him what they really meant. This
was because he did not want yosef to say, “Let us bring in the
sorcerers and hear their ideas, too, and decide on the truth
together.” [This answers Question 12.]

Explanation of
Diﬀerence 9

Answer to
Question 12

YOSEF BEGINS TO INTERPRET
PHARAOH’S DREAMS
Consider the following questions:
1. In saying, “Pharaoh’s dream is one,” Yosef was
beginning his interpretation of the dreams. Why does
he then interrupt his interpretation by saying, “What
God is going to do, He is telling Pharaoh”? This would

. Thus, in order to verify that yosef ’s interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream was
correct, Pharaoh deliberately changed key details of his dreams. Since despite this
yosef was still able to provide the correct interpretation of the dreams, it proved that
yosef ’s explanation was the genuine one.
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have been more appropriate as an introduction to the
interpretation, or a conclusion.
2. What does Yosef mean by the redundant expression
(verse 32), “The repeating of the dream … twice”?
3. How does the repeating of the dream show both that
everything is already prepared from before God and
that God will bring it about speedily? These seem like
two different things that are not necessarily related.

There were two ways of looking at Pharaoh’s dreams. On
the one hand, the content of the two dreams had many similarities, which would indicate that they were communicating
the same, single message. On the other hand, since they were
two separate dreams, and since the king had woken up between
them, it was possible that they meant to convey two separate
messages. In fact, these two possibilities were the basis of the
dispute between Pharaoh and his wise men, as explained in the
previous passage.11 Therefore, yosef began his interpretation
by stating unequivocally that the dreams were giving Pharaoh
a single message: “Pharaoh’s dream is one.” But a person might
still ask, “If so, why did Pharaoh have two separate dreams?
The first one would have been enough!” This is why yosef continued, “What God is going to do, He is telling Pharaoh.” By this
he meant, “What God hinted to you in the first dream that
He is going to do, He is telling you more explicitly in the second dream.” The first dream, which spoke of cows, provided
a hint. But the second dream spoke explicitly of food (ears of
grain); and it is quite logical that full ears of grain should indicate abundance, and that thin, blighted grain should indicate
hunger and famine. [Thus, the words, “What God is going to
do, He is telling Pharaoh,” are part of the actual interpretation
. See Alshich above, :–, –.
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itself and cannot be considered an interruption.] [This answers
Question 1.]
Two further questions might now be asked:

Answer to
Question 1

4. If the dream about the ears of grain indicated the true
message of the dreams, why was there a need for the
dream about the cows altogether?
5. If both dreams are conveying a single message, why did
Pharaoh wake up after the first dream, fall asleep again,
and then dream a second time?

yosef went on to address these questions, saying (verse
32), וְ ַעל ִה ׁ ּ ָשנוֹת ַה ֲחלוֹם ֶאל ּ ַפ ְרעֹה ּ ַפ ֲע ָמיִ ם. The word  ִה ׁ ּ ָשנוֹתmay be
translated as “changing” (rather than repeating).12 The phrase
thus reads: The changing of the dream to Pharaoh, twice, and
refers to two separate issues: (a) the dream changing from seven
cows to seven ears of grain (i.e., and not suﬃcing with the
dream about the grain); and (b) Pharaoh’s dreaming twice. [This
answers Question 2.]
yosef continued and said, כי נָ כוֹ ן ַהדָּ ָבר ֵמ ִעם ָה ֱאל ִֹהים.ִּ The word
 נָ כוֹ ןcan be translated as “true” or “correct” (rather than prepared).
Accordingly, yosef was saying: “The changing of the dream (from
cows to ears of grain) proves that my interpretation of your
dreams is true and correct, since the interpretation comes from
God, Who gave you the true interpretation through the dreams
themselves.” If Pharaoh had dreamed only about ears of grain,
the dream would have been subject to varying interpretations,
like all dreams, and Pharaoh would have been uncertain as to
which was correct. But now that the dream about the cows came

Answer to
Question 2

. The root of the word  ִה ׁ ּ ָשנוֹ תis שנה, which can indicate either repetition (as in the
word )שנַ יִ ם,
ְ ׁ which is how we originally translated it, or change (as in the word )שנּוּי.
ִׁ
The verse continues: “…means that the matter is all prepared from before God and
God will bring it about speedily”; see further.
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Chapter

41

(33) “And now, let Pharaoh locate a perceptive and wise man and

appoint him over the land of Egypt.
(34) “Let Pharaoh go ahead and appoint officials over the land and

let him prepare the land of Egypt during the seven years of plenty.
(35) “Let them gather all the food [that grows] during these coming

years of good, and let them stockpile grain under the authority of
Pharaoh, food in the cities, and let them guard it.
(36) “The food shall be set aside for [the people of] the land for the

seven years of famine which there will be in the land of Egypt. [In this
way] the land will not be wiped out through famine.”

%

(40) [Pharaoh said to Yosef,] “You shall be in charge of my palace and

by your command all my people will be fed; only with regard to the
throne will I be greater than you.”

Answer
Answerto
to
Question
Part of
Questions
3 and 4

ﬁrst, and was followed by the dream about the grain, it can only
be that the second dream was an explanation and clariﬁcation
of the ﬁrst. Therefore, the second dream must be understood according to its most simple explanation about abundance and lack
of food and not in any other, non-literal way.13 This clearly shows
that the matter is prepared from before God. [This answers part of
Question 3 and Question 4.]
yosef then explained that the fact that Pharaoh dreamed
twice also meant that God will bring it about speedily. When a
king wants something to be done quickly, he gives the command
once and then immediately repeats it. Similarly, God gave

. Since the dream about the thin cows swallowing fat ones and gaining no
weight was so similar to the dream about the thin ears swallowing the full ears and
remaining unchanged, it was evident that the two dreams bore a single message, and
that the dream about the grain should not be reinterpreted in some metaphorical
way.
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.ל־א ֶרץ ִמ ְצ ָ ֽריִ ם
ֶ ֽיש ֵיתה ּו ַע
ִ ׁ )לג( וְ ַע ָּתה יֵ ֵרא ַפ ְרעֹה ִא ׁיש נָ בוֹ ן וְ ָחכָ ם ִו
ת־א ֶרץ ִמ ְצ ַריִ ם
ָ )לד( יַ ֲֽע ֶשׂ ה ַפ ְרעֹה וְ יַ ְפ ֵקד ּ ְפ ִק ִדים ַע
ֶ ל־ה ָא ֶרץ וְ ִח ֵּמ ׁש ֶא
.ש ָבֽע
ׂ ָ ּ ְ ּב ׁ ֶש ַבע ׁ ְשנֵ י ַה

פרק

מא

ָּ )לה( וְ יִ ְק ְ ּבצ ּו ֶא
ּ־בר
ָ ת־כל־אֹכֶ ל ַה ׁ ּ ָשנִ ים ַה ּטֹבוֹ ת ַה ָ ּבאֹת ָה ֵא ֶּלה וְ יִ ְצ ְ ּברו
.ּד־פ ְרעֹה אֹכֶ ל ֶ ּב ָֽע ִרים וְ ׁ ָש ָ ֽמרו
ַ ּ ַַּת ַחת י
)לו( וְ ָהיָ ה ָהאֹכֶ ל לְ ִפ ָּקדוֹ ן לָ ָא ֶרץ לְ ׁ ֶש ַבע ׁ ְשנֵ י ָ ֽה ָר ָעב ֲא ׁ ֶשר ִּת ְהיֶ יןָ ְ ּב ֶא ֶרץ
.א־ת ָּכ ֵרת ָה ָא ֶרץ ָ ּב ָֽר ָ ֽעב
ִ ִמ ְצ ָריִ ם וְ ֹֽל

%

ָ ל־פ
ּ ֵ )מ( ַא ָּתה ִּת ְהיֶ ה ַע
ל־ע ִּמי ַרק ַה ִּכ ֵּסא ֶאגְ ַדּ ל
ִ ּ יתי וְ ַע
ִ ל־ב
ַ יך יִ ׁ ּ ַשק ָּכ
.ִמ ֶּ ֽמ ָךּ

Pharaoh a dream predicting what would happen to him. He
then had him wake up and fall asleep again, and then sent him
another dream with the same prediction. This indicated that the
prediction would come true very soon. [This answers the other
part of Questions 3 and 5].

Answer to
the Rest of
Questions
3 and 5

YOSEF’S ADVICE TO PHARAOH
Consider the following questions:
1. Yosef had been summoned in order to interpret Pharaoh’s
dreams. What prompted him to start giving Pharaoh advice about what he should do next?
2. Why did the official who would be supervising the
gathering and storage of grain need to be appointed to
a position of authority over the whole land of Egypt?
Would it not have been sufficient to put him in charge
of the grain storehouses?
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