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THE MEANING OF YOSEF’S DREAMS

Consider the following questions:

1. Why does verse 5 say only, they hated him even more, 
and not add “because of his dreams,” as it does in 
verse 8?

2. Almost all of verse 6 seems redundant. The Torah 
should have simply stated: He said, “Now we were 
gathering…”

3. In verse 7 it states, “My bundle stood up and it also re-
mained established…” What does the second half of 
this statement add to the first?

4. Why do the brothers mention two separate expressions 
of rulership (verse 8), “Will you come to be a king over 
us?! Will you rule over us?!” Also, are they genuine 
questions, or are they expressions of astonishment?

נֹא אֹֽתֹו. ד ְלֶאָחיו ַוּיֹוִספּו עֹוד ׂשְ ּגֵ ֲֽחלֹם יֹוֵסף ֲחלֹום ַוּיַ (ה) ַוּיַ

י. ר ָחָלְֽמּתִ ה ֲאׁשֶ ֲחלֹום ַהּזֶ ְמעּו־ָנא ַהֽ (ו) ַוּיֹאֶמר ֲאֵליֶהם ׁשִ

ִתי  ה ָקָמה ֲאֻלּמָ ֶדה ְוִהּנֵ תֹוְך ַהּשָׂ ים ּבְ ִמים ֲאֻלּמִ ה ֲאַנְחנּו ְמַאּלְ (ז) ְוִהּנֵ
י. ִתֽ ֲחֶויןָ ַלֲֽאֻלּמָ ֽ ּתַ ׁשְ ֽ יָנה ֲאֻלּמֵֹתיֶכם ַוּתִ ה ְתֻסּבֶ ָבה ְוִהּנֵ ְוַגם־ִנּצָ

נּו  ּבָ ְמׁשֹל  ּתִ ִאם־ָמׁשֹול  ָעֵלינּו  ְמלְֹך  ּתִ ֲהָמלְֹך  ֶאָחיו  לֹו  (ח) ַוּיֹאְמרּו 
יו. ָבָרֽ מָֹתיו ְוַעל־ּדְ נֹא אֹתֹו ַעל־ֲחלֹֽ ַוּיֹוִספּו עֹוד ׂשְ

י  ה ָחַלְמּתִ ר אֹתֹו ְלֶאָחיו ַוּיֹאֶמר ִהּנֵ ֲֽחלֹם עֹוד ֲחלֹום ַאֵחר ַוְיַסּפֵ (ט) ַוּיַ
י. ֲחִוים ִלֽ ֽ ּתַ ׁשְ ֹוָכִבים ִמֽ ר ּכֽ ֵרַח ְוַאַחד ָעׂשָ ֶמׁש ְוַהּיָ ֶ ה ַהּשׁ ֲחלֹום עֹוד ְוִהּנֵ

ֲחלֹום  ְגַער־ּבֹו ָאִביו ַוּיֹאֶמר לֹו ָמה ַהֽ ר ֶאל־ָאִביו ְוֶאל־ֶאָחיו ַוּיִ (י) ַוְיַסּפֵ
ְרָצה. ֲחֹות ְלָך ָאֽ ֽ ּתַ ָך ְוַאֶחיָך ְלִהׁשְ ר ָחָלְמּתָ ֲהבֹוא ָנבֹוא ֲאִני ְוִאּמְ ה ֲאׁשֶ ַהּזֶ

ר. ָבֽ ַמר ֶאת־ַהּדָ (יא) ַוְיַקְנאּו־בֹו ֶאָחיו ְוָאִביו ׁשָ

פרק 

לז
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5. Why does it say (verse 8), They hated him even more 
because of his dreams and because of his words? Aren’t 
they one and the same thing? Also, why does it say 
“dreams,” in the plural? So far he had only told them 
about one dream.

6. (a) Why does it say (verse 9), He dreamed another 
dream again? It would have been sufficient to say either, 
“He dreamed a dream again (ֲחלֹם עֹוד ֲחלֹום  or “He ”(ַוּיַ
dreamed another dream (ַאֵחר ֲחלֹום  ֲחלֹם   When (b) ”.(ַוּיַ
Yosef actually speaks to the brothers, why does he say 
only, “I dreamed a dream again (עֹוד),” without the word 
“another” (ֲאֵחר)?

7. With regard to the second dream, the Torah first states 
that he told it (only) to his brothers (verse 9), but then 
says, He told his father and his brothers (verse 10). 
Why is this?

8. Why does the Torah tell us after the dreams (verse 11) 
that, His brothers were jealous of him? Why doesn’t it 
say, “They hated him even more,” as it did in verses 5 
and 8? Furthermore, why did the brothers not respond 
verbally to Yosef’s second dream as they had to the first? 

9. What does it mean that Yaakov kept the matter in his 
heart?

The brothers were upset by three aspects of yosef ’s recount-
ing of his dreams to them:

(1) The very fact that he told them his dreams when he knew 
(verse 4) that they hated him; they could not speak with 
him in a peaceful way. This is all the more striking when 
we consider that a person normally only tells his dreams 
to a good friend. By telling them his dreams, he was 
showing that he didn’t care about the fact they hated him, 
and he was forcing them, as it were, to speak with him. 
All this was bound to stir up their enmity even more.
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(2) The content of the dreams. The symbolism of the dreams 
clearly indicated that he would rule over them. This was 
also bound to increase their hatred and jealousy.

(3) The style of speech he used in telling them his dreams.

To explain: In reference to the first aspect, the Torah says 
(verse 5), Yosef dreamed a dream, and he told his brothers, and 
they hated him even more. At this point, yosef had not yet told 
them the content of his dream, only that he’d had one. [The 
Torah therefore does not say that they hated him “because of 
his dreams,” as it says in verse 8. Rather,] the mere fact that Yosef 
dreamed a dream and he told his brothers instead of being quiet 
inevitably caused them to hate him even more, regardless of the 
dream’s contents. [This answers Question 1.]

Regarding the second and third aspects, yosef didn’t just re-
count the dream. Rather, he prefaced it with the words, “Come 
and listen to this dream that I dreamed!” It was as if he was boast-
ing: Stand here and hear about my greatness that I dreamed 
about! [This answers Question 2.] Then he upset them again with 
the actual content of the dream — that their bundles of wheat 
bowed down to his. After this, the Torah tells us (verse 8), They 
hated him “because of his dreams,” i.e., because of the content of 
his dreams, that revealed that he lay on his bed at night thinking 
about lording it over them. And they also hated him “because 
of his words,” i.e., because of the style of speech that he used, 
appearing to elevate himself and rejoice about what his dreams 
portended. [This answers the first part of Question 5.] 

yosef told them his first dream, stating, “then my bundle 
stood up and it also remained established (ָבה  The brothers ”.(ִנּצָ
took this to mean that yosef would first rule over them in the 
manner of a military official or some other type of officer (a 
“standing up,” or “rising,” of sorts), and that afterwards he would 
become an actual king over them (as we find the word ב -refer ִנּצָ
ring to kingship in Melachim I 22:48, which states: ֱאדֹום  ּוֶמֶלְך ֵאין ּבֶ

Answer to 
Question 1

Answer to 
Question 2

Answer to 
First Part of 
Question 5
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ֶמֶלְך ב   ’This answers Question 3 according to the brothers] .(ִנּצָ
understanding.]25

The brothers concluded that if yosef ’s dream truly came from 
God, there would be no point in hating him. Perhaps there would 
be room for jealousy over his exalted position, but no more than 
that. However, they were convinced that the dream was just a 
product of yosef ’s fertile imagination and was entirely meaning-
less. They therefore responded by expressing astonishment, ridi-
culing both parts of yosef ’s dream: “Will you come to be a king 
over us?! Will you rule over us?!” By this they meant, “Just as the 
second, higher level (kingship) will never come about, for no one 
is considered a king by reigning over just ten people,26 so too 
the first level, that of “ruling,” will not come about, either.27 It is 
clear that your whole dream is just a creation of your imagina-
tion and does not come from God!” [This answers Question 4.] 

The verse says they hated him even more because of his 
“dreams” (in the plural — even though he had thus far told them 
about only one dream), because they were sure that this night 
dream was the product of daydreams of grandeur and rulership 
that yosef had while he was awake. [This answers the second part 
of Question 5.] 

However, the brothers’ interpretation of yosef ’s dream was 
incorrect. As future events would reveal, the dream’s true mean-
ing was as follows: As we know, during the seven years of plenty 
yosef gathered grain — as did the other Egyptians and the in-
habitants of the land of Canaan, including the brothers.28 This 
is the meaning of yosef dreaming (verse 7) that we were gather-
ing bundles of wheat in the field.29 yosef continued: “But only 

. However, see further for what yosef ’s dream really meant.
. I.e., the ten brothers (not counting Binyamin).
.  The Alshich adds that it did not occur to them that he would be a king over 
the Egyptians.
. Compare Rashi, Bereishis :, from Bereishis Rabbah :.
. The Alshich points out that support for connecting yosef ’s statement to the 

Answer to 
Question 3

Answer to 
Question 4

Answer to 
Second Part 
of Question 5
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my bundle of grain stood up, i.e., grew to be heavy and strong; 
and my grain also remained established, i.e., lasted a long time 
without rotting” — unlike the grain of the brothers and of every-
one else. [This completes the answers to Question 3.] yosef con-
cluded: “Your bundles… bowed down to my bundle,” symbolizing 
that the brothers would be forced to come down to Egypt and 
bow before yosef in order to get food [because their bundles of 
wheat had rotted, while yosef ’s had not].30

After the first dream predicted their forced descent to Egypt 
to purchase yosef ’s wheat, the second dream about the sun, 
moon, and stars described the conclusion of this process — that 
they would humble themselves before yosef, and refer to them-
selves and to their father yaakov as his servants.31 

Based on this, we can answer why it says in verse 9, He 
dreamed another dream again (Question 6). The word again in-
dicates that the second dream was a continuation and addition 
to the first dream.32 But in another sense, the second dream was 
another dream, i.e., different from the first: the first one was prin-
cipally about them coming to purchase wheat, while the second 
dream was principally about their humbling themselves before 
him. [This answers Question 6a.]

collection of grain during the years of plenty may be found in Bereishis :, which 
states: Yosef gathered all the food of the seven years… the food of the �eld around the 
city he placed inside it.
. The Alshich adds that this may also explain the seemingly strange wording of 
the verse, “Then your bundles ‘made a circle (יָנה  and they bowed down to my ’(ְתֻסּבֶ
bundle”). The word יָנה ין may be understood as related to the word ְתֻסּבֶ  which is ,סּוּבִ
the rough bran that grows around the wheat kernel. The verse is accordingly saying 
that the brothers’ bundles rotted and all that remained was the bran. [Another pos-
sible understanding of the Alshich is that the brothers’ wheat rotted to such an extent 
that what was left was of extremely inferior quality; see Bava Kamma a, where ין  סּוּבִ
is used as a metaphor for a very inferior commodity.]
. See, respectively, Bereishis : and :.
. That is, after being forced to come down to Egypt to purchase grain, yosef ’s 
family would have to come and bow before him.

Completion 
of Answer to 
Question 3

Answer to 
Question 6a
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But the brothers did not know all this. As explained, they 
understood his first dream to be merely a natural outgrowth of 
what he was dreaming about by day — and therefore meaning-
less. To prove them wrong, yosef told them about his second 
dream, which he introduced specifically with the words, “Now 
I have dreamed a dream again.” yosef was saying: This second 
dream continues and explains my previous dream. This time 
I dreamed that the sun and moon were bowing down to me. 
Would I ever have daydreams of my father and mother bow-
ing down to me (that would cause me to have such a dream at 
night)?! This proves that both this dream and the previous one 
are not mere products of my own thoughts or aspirations but 
rather are true dreams from heaven.” [This answers Question 6b.]   

When the brothers heard this, they were saddened. It was 
clearly true: yosef could never have entertained such thoughts 
about ruling over his parents. Evidently, heaven was sending a 
message that yosef was destined to rule over them. There was 
thus no room for hatred — only for jealousy, over the fact that 
heaven was planning to raise yosef above them. And because 
the brothers [were convinced by yosef ’s second dream and] were 
troubled by it, they were silent and did not answer him as they 
had after hearing the first one. [This answers Question 8.] 

Answer to 
Question 6b

Answer to 
Question 8

(12) �e brothers went to shepherd their father’s sheep in Shechem. 

(13) Yisrael said to Yosef, “Are your brothers not shepherding in 
Shechem? Go and I will send you to them.” [Yosef] said to him, “I 
am ready.”

(14) [Yaakov] said to him, “Please go and see how your brothers are 
and how the sheep are and bring me back a report.” He sent him from 
the valley of Chevron and he approached Shechem. 

(15) A man found him, and behold, he was lost in the �eld. �e man 
asked him saying, “What are you looking for?”

Chapter 

37
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yosef then proceeded to recount his dream to his father in 
the presence of the brothers, hoping that yaakov would also sub-
stantiate the veracity of his dreams. [This answers Question 7.] 
But yaakov wanted to deflect the brothers’ jealousy. He therefore 
tried to show that the dreams were indeed meaningless: “Will 
I and your mother and your brothers (represented by the sun, 
moon, and stars) come to bow down to the ground before you?! 
How could this be, when yosef ’s mother (Rachel) was no longer 
alive?!33 

yaakov was not successful. His sons still believed that the 
dream was from God — either because they realized that the 
moon in the dream represented not Rachel but Bilhah,34 or be-
cause they understood that every dream contains elements that 
are inaccurate. [Yosef ’s] brothers were therefore jealous of him. As 
to yaakov, he too understood that the dream referred to Bilhah. 
But he kept the matter in his heart; he kept this fact hidden, hop-
ing that this would succeed in removing the brothers’ jealousy.  
[This answers Question 9.]

. Compare Bereishis Rabbah :. The Midrash says that yaakov did not realize 
that the “mother” in the dream was Bilhah. But Alshich goes on to say that yaakov 
did know this.
. Who had helped raise yosef (Yefeh To’ar ad loc.).

Answer to 
Question 7

Answer to 
Question 9

ֶכֽם. ׁשְ ְֽלכּו ֶאָחיו ִלְרעֹות ֶאת־צֹאן ֲאִביֶהם ּבִ (יב) ַוּיֵ

ָלֲֽחָך  ֶכם ְלָכה ְוֶאׁשְ ׁשְ ָרֵאל ֶאל־יֹוֵסף ֲהלֹוא ַאֶחיָך רִֹעים ּבִ (יג) ַוּיֹאֶמר ִיׂשְ
ִֽני. ֲאֵליֶהם ַוּיֹאֶמר לֹו ִהּנֵ

ֵבִני  לֹום ַהּצֹאן ַוֲֽהׁשִ לֹום ַאֶחיָך ְוֶאת־ׁשְ (יד) וַּיֹאֶמר לֹו ֶלְך־ָנא ְרֵאה ֶאת־ׁשְ
ָמה. ֶכֽ בֹא ׁשְ ָלֵחהּו ֵמֵעֶמק ֶחְברֹון ַוּיָ ׁשְ ָבר ַוּיִ ּדָ

ָאֵלהּו ָהִאיׁש ֵלאמֹר ַמה־ ׁשְ ֶדה ַוּיִ ּשָׂ ה תֶֹעה ּבַ ְמָצֵאהּו ִאיׁש ְוִהּנֵ (טו) ַוּיִ
ׁש. ֽ ַבּקֵ ּתְ

פרק 

לז
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WHY YAAKOV SENDS YOSEF 
TO SEE THE BROTHERS IN SHECHEM

Before we begin our discussion of the difficulties in this passage, 
we must first understand that according to the Midrash,35 the 
three mentions of the word ִאיׁש, man, in verses 15 and 17 are a 
reference to three angels.36 In addition, we must know that the 
third angel’s statement in verse 17, ה ִמּזֶ  They (the brothers) ,ָנְסעּו 
have moved away from this, is to be understood: “They have 
moved away from considering you their brother.”37

The difficulties are as follows:
(A) It is very hard to understand God’s intention in sending the 

three angels to yosef. If He wanted yosef to meet up with 
his brothers, why did He instruct the third angel to warn 
him that they no longer considered him their brother? On 
the other hand, if He did not want yosef to join his brothers, 
why didn’t He command the angels to tell him explicitly to 
turn back and return in safety to his father?

. See Bereishis Rabbah :.
. The Alshich adds that if there had been just one regular man who spoke to yosef 
three times, there would be no reason for the whole dialogue that is recorded in the 
Torah. The man would just have told yosef that he could find his brothers in Dosan. 

The Alshich identifies the first angel as Gavriel (see Midrash Tanchuma, Vayeishev 
, cited by Rashi on verse ), and the other two as Micha’el and Refa’el.
. The gematria of the word ֶזה (this) is twelve. The Alshich thus explains the verse 
to mean that the brothers broke away from the idea that they were twelve brothers. 
[See similarly Rashi with Sifsei Chachamim.] 

(16) He said, “I am looking for my brothers. Please tell me where they 
are shepherding.”

(17) �e man said, “�ey have moved away from this because I heard 
them saying, ‘Let us go to Dosan (ּדָֹתְיָנה).’” Yosef went a�er his brothers 
and he found them in Dosan.
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