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to the Earth, as by doing so, the two other elements, air and 
earth, were added to the elemental fire and water that Moshe 
had thrown to the Heavens. Hashem thereby covered the land 
with ash energized by all four elements that He is Master 
of — fire, water, air, and earth — causing Boils to erupt on all 
Egyptians, whether man or beast. [This answers Question 10.] 

ַאַח״ב: ַצ"ְך ֲעַד"ׁש ּבְ ּדְ ִנים:  ֶהם ִסּמָ ּבָ י ְיהּוָדה ָהָיה נֹוֵתן  ַרּבִ

rabbi Yehudah gave memory aids for them: Detzach Adash B’achav

The Haggadah tells us that R’ Yehudah described the Ten Plagues 
with the three-word acronym ַאַח״ב ּבְ ֲעַד״ׁש  ַצ״ְך  -but does not ex ,ּדְ
plain the significance of R’ Yehudah’s abbreviation. We propose 
that R’ Yehudah was teaching that each of the three abbreviations 
represents a set of plagues with a common purpose. The three 
sets together, in this order, were designed to demonstrate to Pha-
raoh the truth of three fundamental principles: (a) there exists 

While reading the names of the ten plagues, one dips one’s finger into his cup 
of wine, once for each plague, and removes a bit of wine each time:

ם.  ּדָ
ים.  ּנִ ַע. ּכִ  ְצַפְרּדֵ

ִחין. ֶבר. ׁשְ  ָערֹוב. ּדֶ
ְך. ה. חֹׁשֶ ָרד. ַאְרּבֶ  ּבָ

כֹורֹות: ת ּבְ ַמּכַ

ִנים: ֶהם ִסּמָ י ְיהּוָדה ָהָיה נֹוֵתן ּבָ ַרּבִ

As each word is said, a little wine is removed 
from the cup, as above.

ַאַח״ב: ַצ״ְך ֲעַד״ׁש ּבְ ּדְ
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a Supreme Creator Whom we refer to as Hashem; (b) Hashem 
chose Bnei Yisrael as His nation, under His direct supervision; 
and (c) although not a member of Bnei Yisrael, Pharaoh must 
submit to Hashem’s will.

When Hashem dispatched His two emissaries, Moshe and 
Aharon, to demand that Pharaoh set Bnei Yisrael free from their 
Egyptian servitude, He told them to say to Pharaoh, “Thus says 
Hashem, the God of Yisrael, ‘Send forth My nation, and they shall 
celebrate a feast unto Me in the wilderness.’” Pharaoh responded, 
“Who is Hashem that I should obey His words and send forth Yis-
rael? I do not know Hashem! And I shall not send forth Yisrael!”112 
Moshe and Aharon told him, “The God of the Hebrews revealed 
Himself to us; let us now travel three days into the wilderness…
lest He slay us with the plague or with the sword.” Rashi explains 

112. Shemos 5:1–2.

While reading the names of the ten plagues, one dips one’s finger into his cup 
of wine, once for each plague, and removes a bit of wine each time:

Blood, 
Frogs, Lice, 

Wild Beasts, Murrain, Boils,  
Hail, Locusts, Darkness,

  the Killing of the Firstborn.
rabbi yehudah gave memory aids for them  
[comprised of each plague’s first initial]:

As each word is said, a little wine is removed 
from the cup, as above.

Detzach Adash B’achav.
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that when they said, “lest He slay us,” they really meant, “lest He 
slay you,” but out of respect for the king they did not threaten 
him directly. On the surface, their conversation resembles that of 
an ambassador from a foreign country calling upon the king of 
another land with a list of demands, the king’s refusal to concede 
to those demands, and the ambassador’s threat of war if those 
demands are not met. In truth, however, their words went much 
deeper than that: Moshe and Pharaoh were debating three fun-
damental principles of the utmost importance. 

Moshe began with the first principle by using the words, 
“Thus says Hashem,” thereby informing Pharaoh that there ex-
ists a Supreme Being who created the entire world and whom 
we refer to as Hashem. 

Moshe continued with the second principle, “Hashem [is] 
the God of Yisrael…” He has chosen Yisrael and placed it under 
His direct supervision. Moreover, He is ready to intervene on 
their behalf and to protect them from their oppressors. 

Moshe then alluded to the third principle by citing H ashem’s 
demand, “Send forth My nation.” Hashem is neither like the 
deities worshipped by other nations or their guardian angels, 
nor like the human kings of other nations; for their dominion is 

Afterward, refill the cups, and continue:

ְצִרים  קּו ַהּמִ ּלָ ה אֹוֵמר ׁשֶ ִין ַאּתָ ִליִלי אֹוֵמר, ִמּנַ י יֹוֵסי ַהּגְ ַרּבִ
ַמּכֹות.  ים  ִ ֲחִמּשׁ ָלקּו  ם  ַהּיָ ְוַעל  ַמּכֹות  ר  ֶעׂשֶ ִמְצַרִים  ּבְ
ְרעֹה  ּפַ ֶאל  ם  ַהַחְרֻטּמִ ַוּיֹאְמרּו  אֹוֵמר,  הּוא  ַמה  ִמְצַרִים  ּבְ
ָרֵאל  ְרא ִיׂשְ ם ַמה הּוא אֹוֵמר, ַוּיַ ע ֱאלִֹהים ִהוא. ְוַעל ַהּיָ ֶאְצּבַ
יְראּו ָהָעם  ַוּיִ ִמְצַרִים  ה ְיהָֹוה ּבְ ר ָעׂשָ דָֹלה ֲאׁשֶ ד ַהּגְ ֶאת ַהּיָ
ָלקּו  ה  ּמָ ּכַ ַעְבּדֹו.  ה  ּוְבמׁשֶ יהָֹוה  ּבַ ֲאִמינּו  ַוּיַ ְיהָֹוה  ֶאת 
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limited to their particular country and its citizens. They are not 
able to issue orders or commands in any but their own territo-
ries and only to their own people. Hashem, on the other hand, 
is not merely the God of Yisrael in particular; He is the God 
and Master of the entire universe that He alone has created. 
Therefore, every human being, king or commoner, regardless 
of nationality or country of birth, must heed Hashem’s word 
and submit to His will. 

Pharaoh understood all that Moshe was saying. His mea-
sured reply began with a calculated contradiction of the first 
principle, a denial of the very existence of Hashem: “Who is 
Hashem?” Pharaoh then continued with, “that I should obey 
His words and send forth Yisrael?” Even if I were to agree with 
both your first and second principles, that He exists and that 
He is the God of Yisrael, that would still not obligate me to 
obey His commands, for He is not the God of my nation, “and 
I shall not send forth Yisrael!”113

113. For more on the Ten Plagues, see Appendix 2, p. 255. 

Afterward, refill the cups, and continue:

Rabbi Yosei the Galilean says: where is there proof that 
the egyptians were struck ten times in egypt, but fifty 
times at the sea? For about the events in egypt, what does 
the Torah write?  “The sorcerers said to pharaoh, ‘It is the 
Finger of god!’ ” (shemos 8:15). about what happened at 
the sea, however, it writes, “and when Israel saw the great 
hand that hashem had used on the egyptians, the nation 
feared hashem and believed in hashem and in moshe 
his servant” (shemos 14:31). how many plagues did  
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